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Winchester Masonic Centre 

Covid19  Return To Centre Strategy & Risk Management Report 2020 

Defending against spread of COVID-19 

COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that is caused by a novel strain of the coronavirus, 
SARS-CoV-2. This new strain is thought to have originated in China in November 2019 
and has since spread across the world. Whilst symptoms can vary from patient to 
patient, some cases can result in serious illness or death. There is currently no known 
vaccine for this virus. 

To counteract the spread of COVID-19, the UK government initialised country-wide 
lockdown in March 2020, which will be subject to review going forward. In short, the UK 
lockdown has now in the main part come to an end and it is important that we plan for a 
return to normal that helps to better protect the safety of our Brethren and connections. 

We now need to consider plans for a return to our Masonic Centres as UGLE has now 
given us permission to do so. We do however need to continually refer to the latest 
public health advice issued by the government as the situation continues to evolve. The 
public health advice is updated on a regular basis and we need to continue to stay up to 
date with that government advice.   

It is likely that plans we put into place now may need to continue for some time. Although 
vaccine trials are currently taking place across the world, it is expected that it will take 
some time, perhaps months, before a vaccine is available to the public. 

Remaining vigilant for the symptoms of COVID-19 

The Winchester Masonic Centre Management Committee [the Committee] will be 
responsible for ensuring Centre Staff, Committee members and members of the general 
public attending the site outside of regular masonic meetings are aware of the that any 
of them could potentially be infected or have been exposed to the coronavirus.  

If any member of the centre staff / Committee or the general public feels they are starting 
to display these symptoms, they are to be encouraged to disclose this as soon as 
possible to a member of the Committee and must not visit the Centre. 

It is the responsibility of each individual Lodge or Progressive Order, prior to using the 
Winchester Masonic Centre, to ensure that their members are aware of the signs that 
any of them could potentially be infected or have been exposed to the coronavirus.  

The following symptoms may develop in the 14 days after exposure to someone who 
has COVID-19 infection: 

• cough 

• difficulty in breathing 

• A change in the senses of taste and smell 

• fever (38.0° C [100.4° F] or greater using an oral thermometer). 

If any Brethren who feels they are starting to display these symptoms, should be 
encouraged to disclose this as soon as possible to their Lodge Almoner or Worshipful 
Master and must not visit the Centre. 
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Minimising close contact 

From what is known about other coronaviruses, the spread of COVID-19 is most likely to 
happen when there is close contact with an infected person. It is likely that the risk 
increases the longer someone has close contact with an infected person. Respiratory 
secretions produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes containing the virus 
are most likely to be the main means of transmission. 

There are two main routes by which people can spread COVID-19: 

• infection can be spread to people who are nearby or possibly could be inhaled 

into the lungs 

• it is also possible that someone may become infected by touching a surface, 

object or the hand of an infected person that has been contaminated with 

respiratory secretions and then touching their own mouth, nose, or eyes (such as 

touching contaminated surfaces (e.g. door knob) or shaking hands then touching 

own face). 

Minimising risk to members of staff / Committee or general public 

As we return, it is the responsibility of the Committee to have a process for identifying 
and delivering COVID-19 awareness to centre staff, committee members or the genral 
public attending the site outside of regular masonic meetings. 

This needs to include, but not limited to, the following: 

• Ensuring all are aware of the ways COVID-19 is transmitted from person to 

person 

• Ensuring that all are aware of the action they can take to minimise risk i.e. 

i) signs and symptoms of COVID-19 

ii) how COVID-19 is spread 

iii) cleaning routines and hygiene controls  

iv) when they have had contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 

v) cleaning communal areas 

vi) rubbish disposal, including tissues and face masks 

Minimising risk to Brethren 

As we return, it is the responsibility of each individual Lodge and Progressive Order to 
have a process in place to hold meetings at the Centre that takes all reasonable steps to 
maintain safety of their members given the COVID-19 situation. Each Lodge and 
Progressive Order is to provide a copy of their response to Covid-19 to the Committee 
prior to holding their first meeting. All revisions and updates are to be copied to the 
Committee for inclusion in the Centre’s records. 

This needs to include, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Ensuring Brethren are aware of the ways COVID-19 is transmitted from person to 

person 

• Ensuring that all are aware of the action they can take to minimise risk i.e. 

i) signs and symptoms of COVID-19 
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ii) how COVID-19 is spread 

iii) cleaning routines and hygiene controls  

iv) when Brethren in the lodge have had contact with a confirmed case of 

COVID-19 

v) cleaning communal areas 

vi) rubbish disposal, including tissues and face masks 

Managing members of staff / committee or general public who are unwell 

Any member of staff / committee or the general public using the Centre outside of 
regular Masonic meetings who have symptoms of acute respiratory illness must not visit 
the Centre and are recommended to stay home if they are well enough to do so or 
contact the health service if they are acutely unwell. For current information on how long 
they should self-isolate, and therefore stay away from lodge, please refer to NHS 
guidance, which can be found online at Gov.uk. 

Managing Brethren who are unwell 

It is the responsibility of each Lodge or Progressive Order to ensure that Brethren who 
have symptoms of acute respiratory illness must not visit the Centre and are 
recommended to stay home if they are well enough to do so or contact the health service 
if they are acutely unwell. For current information on how long they should self-isolate, 
and therefore stay away from lodge, please refer to NHS guidance, which can be found 
online at Gov.uk. 

Managing hygiene 

Hygiene practices are important to prevent spread of COVID-19. We will put up 
appropriate signage at our premises.  

It is the responsibility of the Committee to ensure that hygiene measures are adhered to 
by members of staff/committee and the general public using the Centre outside of 
regular Masonic meetings and to generally communicate government and NHS 
recommendations to prevent infection spread. 

It is the responsibility of each individual Lodge or Progressive Order to ensure that 
hygiene measures are adhered to by their members and to generally communicate 
government and NHS recommendations to their members to prevent infection spread. 

Please note that the below is based on best-practice advice. It may be subject to 
change when official guidance from the government is released. Each individual 
Lodge or Progressive Order is to determine for themselves the appropriate 
hygiene regime. 

Hand washing 

Wash hands properly and regularly and especially: 

• after coughing or sneezing and after toilet use 

• before eating 

• if in contact with a sick person, especially those with respiratory symptoms. 

It is important to follow good practices for hand washing which include using soap and 
water and washing for over 20 seconds. Touching of the face should be avoided. 
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Regular hand washing with soap and water is effective for the removal of COVID-19. 
Between washing use of hand sanitisers (70 per cent alcohol base) is recommended. 

Mouth covering 

Brethren should cover their mouths when coughing and sneezing and clean the nose 
and mouth with disposable tissues. If you don’t have a tissue, then you should cough or 
sneeze into your arm or sleeve (not hand), put used tissues into a sealed bin and then 
wash your hands. 

Physical distancing 

Introduction of physical distancing measures will be introduced. 

This will be achieved in a number of ways and include: 

• modify the common areas, such as the toilets so that Brethren can socially 

distance and we will consider using floor tape to mark appropriate distance 

• We will provide hand sanitiser. 

• keeping a distance of 2 metres (6.5 feet) between Brethren wherever possible 

and 1 metre regardless at all times 

• avoiding making close contact with people (i.e. do not shake hands) 

• use of technology for video/virtual committee meetings 

• limiting the number of Brethren attending meetings to 30 maximum 

Risk Assessment 

A Risk Assessment has been undertaken by the Committee to assess the risks of using 
the Centre so that the Committee and each Lodge or Progressive Order can take 
appropriate action to address these risks. Understanding the risks that may arise will 
enable us to manage them. It is a prerequisite of the Committee for granting access to 
Lodges and Progressive Orders that each Lodge and Progressive Order will have their 
own risk assessments related to holding meetings at the Centre. A copy of the up to date 
risk assessment for each Lodge and Progressive Order will be held on record by the 
Committee. 

It is for the City of Winchester Masonic Freemasons Club’s committee to determine the 
thresholds of impact that are unacceptable to the centre, i.e. number of confirmed cases 
as a proportion of the total number of Brethren and how it may impact on our future 
meetings. 

Ongoing government advice and directives should be closely monitored, which will 
ultimately have an impact on our continuity plan. In the event of one or more cases, NHS 
advice should also be considered during the “decision making” process. 
 
 
Risk Assessment in the event of one or more cases 

An after-action review (AAR) of the response to a confirmed case should be carried out 
by the Committee in conjunction with any affected Lodge or Progressive Order, with the 
aim to improve preparedness, response and recovery capacities and capabilities through 
a continuous quality improvement cycle, with a view to lessen the impact of future 
incidents. 
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The conclusions and output from the incident review will feed into our decision-making 
process relating to future lodge meetings following one or more confirmed cases. 

Managing Absence 

It is the responsibility the Committee to ensure that their members of staff/committee or 
members of the general public using the Centre outside of regular Masonic meetings are 
fully familiar with absence reporting requirements, particularly around what constitutes 
any absence with a COVID-19 implication. 

Various types of absence need to be considered as it is possible that: 

• Others may contract a virus 

• Afflicted may have family members who require care 

• There may be a fear factor, where people consider absenting themselves for fear 

of contracting a virus. 

Those who have travelled to areas affected by COVID-19 and those who have been in 
contact with individuals who have COVID-19 or indeed any virus of special concern 
should follow NHS guidance for advice in the first instance and then notify the 
Committee for advice. Depending on the individual circumstances they may be asked to 
refrain from attending the Centre for a period of self- isolation. 

It is the responsibility of each Lodge or Progressive Order to ensure that their members 
are fully familiar with absence reporting requirements, particularly around what 
constitutes any absence with a COVID-19 implication. 

At some point, based on public health advice, certain aspects of this Report may require 
adjustment in accordance with the situation as it evolves. Therefore, it is important to 
keep it under review and to communicate clearly any changes. 

Cleaning of communal areas 

If any Brethren or anyone visiting the Winchester Masonic Centre who has tested 
COVID-19 positive has spent time in a communal area or they have used the toilet or 
bathroom facilities, then these areas should be cleaned with household detergent 
followed by a disinfectant as soon as is practicably possible. 

We should pay special attention to frequently touched sites including door handles, 
backs of chairs, taps of washbasins, toilet handles. Once cleaning and disinfection have 
been completed and all surfaces are completely dry, the area can be put back into use. 

Current evidence suggests that novel coronavirus may remain viable for hours to days 
on surfaces made from a variety of materials. Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed 
by disinfection is a best practice measure for prevention of COVID-19 and other viral 
respiratory illnesses in community settings. 

Routinely clean all frequently touched surfaces in the Masonic Centres such as but not 
limited to taps, flush handles and doorknobs. Use the cleaning agents that are usually 
used in these areas and follow the directions on the label. 

No additional disinfection beyond routine cleaning is recommended at this time. 


